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Movies to watch for in 2009
“Don’t worry, the highly-anticipated movies of 2009 have familiar touches.”

WORLD

Lighthouse teams prepare
“I am most excited about being
immersed in another culture ...
but that’s also what I think will
be the most challenging part for
me.”

OPINIONS

When bearded goes bad
“The beard has given you recognition, facial eminence, shelter from harsh winds, and the
guarantee that you’ll no longer
be asked if you’d like a kid’s
menu.”

IN BRIEF

Remedy FM Bibles

On Nov. 24, the Remedy.fm
Bible: “The Cure,” was released
globally.
The CEV translation features
52 devotions and scripture
study guides by Dr. Dennis E.
Hensley, a Taylor Fort Wayne
Professional Writing professor,
and two other writers.
The Cure is translated into language teens can relate to, and
will assist new believers in discovering what the Bible has to
offer them, Hensley said.
Hensley will transfer to the Upland campus next fall with the
closing of the TUFW branch.

AoA T-Shirt fundraiser
The 50 T-shirts sold in this
week’s Acting on Aids fundraiser
will allow two children orphaned
by AIDs to attend school.
T-shirts of every size are still
availble and can be purchased
by emailling aoa@taylor.edu

Filming Silent Night

Media Communication Professor John Bruner’s Multi-Cam
Live class will be filming the traditional “Silent Night” basketball
game for the second consecutive year.
Over 20 students will participate in the class project, which
will include four camera operators, announcers, live commentary and play-by-play graphics.

WEEKENDWEATHER
TODAY		
22/ 18

PARTLY CLOUDY

SATURDAY
30/ 19

SNOW SHOWERS

SUNDAY
26/ 17

AM SNOW SHOWERS

Retailers target
the cautious
consumer with
seasonal sales
By Hannah Beers
Co-News Editor

As the conclusion of a year in
economic recession, this Christmas may come upon a midnight
clearance.
If Black Friday of Thanksgiving weekend was any indication
of the shopping season, students
can hope to find generous bargains as retailers work to draw
cautious customers.
The opening night of the
holiday shopping season, Black
Friday earns its name from its
Timmy Huynh
expected low prices and high
sales, putting most retailers Shoppers enjoy some of the holiday discounts at Wal-mart on Tuesday night. Stores such as Wal-mart are increasing sales in
order to attract more customers this Christmas season.
“into the black,” or out of debt,
So far, most analysts are call- with saving the economy.
omy has been weakening since
more closely this year.
for the end of the year.
“Just because people are runing incoming sales “average” but
The nonpartisan National December of 2007.
While Economics Professor
“The problems in the financial “better than expected.” Mitchell ning out filling stockings doesn’t
Hadley Mitchell said he had “far Bureau of Economic Research
too much sense” to participate (NBER) has officially declared markets must not spread from said the numbers brought confi- mean the auto industry is going
in the notoriously chaotic week- 2008 to be a recession. The an- Wall Street to Main Street,” dence that there are people buy- to turn around,” Mitchell said.
end, he and economic analysts nouncement was not shocking; Mitchell said. “This is why ev- ing, though a positive season
See Sales on page 2
for retailers is not synonymous
are watching holiday shoppers according to NBER, the econ- eryone’s holding their breath.”

Christmas traditions gone missing
Longer breaks,
reinforced rules
downsize open
houses
By Brent Clouse
Contributor
If you arrived back on campus
after Thanksgiving break and
suddenly realized Christmas vacation was less than two weeks
away, you weren’t the only one.
Holiday breaks, bunched
more closely together this year,
brought noticeable changes on
campus. Many long-standing
traditions took a holiday hiatus,
as students enjoy what is left of
the semester by preparing for
the upcoming finals week.
According to Wengatz Hall
Director Jon Cavanagh, the biggest factor behind the quieter
festivities is the mere five days
students have for dorm open
houses before finals week.
“It’s obvious we’re all on a
time crunch once we get back
from Thanksgiving break,” Cavanagh said. “Students simply
have to stay on the ball with
their classes this week and the
next.”
It never began to look a lot

like Christmas in Sammy this
year due to the absence of Penthouse’s famous holiday open
house. The event has long been
a highlight for the campus community, arguably being the
most elaborate of Taylor open
houses. However, Penthouse’s
fire alarm during the aftermath
of last year’s Magic School Bus
open house sparked some new
approaches to policy.
“The rules for decorating the
hallways haven’t changed,” said
Justin Heth, the Morris hall director. “This year we are enforcing them more because of last
year’s incident.”
According
to
decorating
guidelines, only 10 percent of
the hallway can be blocked, and
50 percent of the walls covered
with paper or cardboard to comTimmy Huynh
ply with the fire code.
A Sammy Morris resident attempts to make his way down the stairs two years ago after Pent“Penthouse’s open house last house’s Christmas open house. The floor was not decorated this year in order to comply with
year entirely transformed the fire code.
floor into an almost theatrical
“It’s just disappointing for the the pieces on the game board.
production,” said Steve Morley, $25 for supplies, and many
Gerig Hall also had some
Director of Residence Life. “The went ahead and spent extra freshmen who weren’t able to
changes this holiday season
decorations were so extensive out of their own pockets,” Bolte experience it,” Bolte said.
Ben Fisher, a freshman on when P.A.s collectively decided
that very little of the floor re- said. “You do the math.”
After their interaction with the Penthouse who had heard sto- with Hall Director Jane Bowser
sembled a residence hall.”
Junior Jordan Bolte, a P.A. on fire marshal last year, the resi- ries of past open houses, played and Steve Morley not to hold
Penthouse, claims the money dents of Penthouse decided not Risk with friends on Tuesday the Eggnog Drinking Challenge
during the Gerig open house.
spent on the Magic School Bus to hold a themed open house, night during open house hours.
“Penthouse is dead,” they said
rather than disappoint with a
open house neared $2,000.
See Traditions on page 2
jokingly as they solemnly placed
“Every guy on the floor paid lackluster event.

Visitor talks about India’s tragedies
Youth for Christ
India Director
shares his
perspective
By Benita Lee
Co-News Editor
On Nov. 26, teams of gunmen
launched a horrifying chain of attacks across Southern Mumbai,
India. They hit locations like the
Cama Hospital for women and
infants, the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Terminus railway station, and
Café Leopold, a popular site
for Western tourists. They also
targeted the top two hotels in

Mumbai – the Oberoi and Taj
Mahal. The onslaught lasted
until early Thursday morning,
claiming the lives of at least 125
people and leaving more than
300 injured.
Government officials claimed
they did not see the attacks
coming, but the Indian media
has been voicing dissatisfaction
with the security forces’ negligent response to the attacks.
The group responsible has not
been confirmed.
The attacks have resulted in
the closing of the stock market
in Mumbai, the financial capital
of India, as well the closing of
schools and colleges.
The incident comes in the

wake of previous attacks in
March 1993, August 2003 and
the most recent one in July
2006, where bombs exploded in
Mumbai trains and platforms,
taking 209 lives.
Prabha George, National Director of Youth for Christ India
and a Lighthouse host, visited
campus this week and spoke
about India’s recent tragedies.
“My personal perspective
(and) also my fear is this: each
time this kind of thing happens
... a gap widens between the
Hindus and Muslims,” George
said. “If the gap is allowed to
grow, it’s not good for the country.”
“I think Christians around the

world should pray for India at
this time ... we need to pray for
a heart change,” George added.
United Nations SecretaryGeneral Ban Ki-moon calls the
violent attacks “totally unacceptable.” President Bush stated that “terror will not have the
final word.”
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh condemned the attack, saying that it was “evident
that the group which carried out
these attacks … had come with
single-minded determination
to create havoc in the financial
capital of the country.”
This has also put greater strain
on India’s relationship with
Pakistan, as Indian officials sus-

pect a Pakistani-based group responsible for the massacre, but
Pakistani officials deny any role
in the attacks.
Junior Natasha Menon, an international student from India,
was shocked by the news. She is
optimistic about the resilience
and fighting spirit of her fellow Indians, but recognizes the
gravity of the situation.
“All we can do is ... pray for
healing and pray that change can
come within what’s happened,”
Menon said. “Now terror is not
only something Americans have
to deal with ... no matter where
you are in the world, it’s something you have to deal with.”

December 5, 2008

Page 2

Sales, from page 1
But while holiday spending may not
represent the economy itself, it is an excellent portrait of an average person’s
perception of the economy.
“It’s a signiﬁcant conﬁdence indicator
... how does Joe Six-Pack feel about the
economy?” Mitchell said. “Is he able to
keep his job, or does he have to tighten
his belt and tell his kids, ‘Sorry, Santa
can’t come this year’?”
Retailers understand that customers
are especially deal-conscious this year,
and are responding appropriately.
“People are pretty tight with (their
money) but they’re looking for a really great deal,” said Ashley, a Bath and
Body Works customer service representative. “We’re sending out a lot of coupons, and we have a lot of promotions
on our Web site, where we haven’t been
charging shipping ... We’re just trying
to understand the customer and see
what they’re looking for.”
Some businesses are actually beneﬁtting from a tighter economy.

“The economic downturn is ... requiring that consumers spend more wisely,”
Business Professor Jody Hirschy said.
“And so the Wal-Marts, the Targets,
even the Kohls of the world will do better than anticipated.” Wal-Mart even
changed its slogan from the familiar
“Everyday low prices” to “Save money,
live better,” matching its target audience.
Junior Bethany Cleveland said she
went Black Friday shopping more for
the experience than any speciﬁc bargain.
“I wasn’t looking for the super deals
on electronics, going more for Christmas shopping,” Cleveland said. “It
seems like there’s more advertising for
the sales – a lot more desperate action
on the part of the store owners to revive
their business.”
Many stores extended Black Friday
sales to the entire weekend, hoping to
maintain customer momentum until
Cyber Monday, Friday’s online equivalent. The online bargains received considerable attention, as retailers released

Top 10 Most Popular Black Friday Products
1. Nintendo Wii Console

2. Ugg Australia 'Classic Short' Boot

3. Sony BDP-S350 1080p Blu-Ray Disc Player
4. Samsung LN52A650 52" LCD TV
5. Nintendo Wii Fit

6. Panasonic TH-42PX80U 42" Plasma TV
7. Sennheiser HD 555 Headphones

8. Canon EOS Rebel XSi Black SLR Digital Camera Kit
9. Acer Aspire One AOA110-1295 Notebook

10. Canon PowerShot A590 IS Black Digital Camera
pricegrabber.com

“sneak peak” deals before Thanksgiving, and saw a 15 percent increase in
Monday trafﬁc from last year, according to the Wall Street Journal.
One Saturday shopper was junior
Katharine Floro, who went shopping
for clothes with friends and family.
“A lot of stores were offering ‘in-store
dollars,’ where if you spend, say, $50, at
one store, they give you credit for $25
off merchandise later on,” Floro said.
“The sales affect me a little bit, but I’m
not a sucker for ‘just because it’s on sale’
shopping,” Cleveland said. “Though it
deﬁnitely does get your attention.”
Students should be discerning and
get long-lasting, practical items while
prices are low, Mitchell said, adding
that credit cards should be avoided if
possible.
“(Cash) helps you avoid getting in the
trap of bloating your credit cards and
then spending January through March
trying to ﬁgure out how to dig yourself
out of Christmas shopping,” Mitchell
said.
Hirschy advises students to think long
term when spending.
“We may have a rough road for the
next two years, so there should be some
cautious spending,” Hirschy said. “As
a whole ... the deals you’re seeing now
are not necessarily going to get any better. So if you see something you like and
it’s within your price range, I would say
now is probably the time to buy it. It’s
not like it’s going to be slashed dramatically right before Christmas, where in
the past that would have been true.”
Hirschy sees a positive effect of the
economic downturn as well.
“It’s requiring people to really ... take
a look at their budget, evaluate what
they’re buying and why they’re buying
it,” she said. “I think the average consumer is planning ahead before they
just go out and spend money.”

Traditions, from page 1
“We decided to examine the event to
see if it is done in good taste,” Morley
said. “An event that celebrates overindulgence, and ultimately, someone getting sick, isn’t something we want to
celebrate publicly.”
“We didn’t want to lose heart even
though Gerig lost a tradition this year,”
said Fourth Gerig’s P.A. Ben Anderson.
“We still put up lights and decorations
and are having fun.”
Even though Gerig made their open
house plans in everyone’s best interest,
some found the lack of standard holiday
events discouraging.
“I would have liked it better if the res-

idence halls preserved their traditions
with their open houses this year,” said
senior Eric Seidelman, the winner of
Gerig’s Eggnog Drinking Challenge for
two years running. “It seems like all I
have to look forward to now are my exams next week.”
However, English hall director Julie
Engelsman, sees this year’s reinforced
rules in a different light.
“Traditions may have been altered,
but I don’t think they are completely
lost,” Engelsman said. “I am sure that
there will continue to be complaints
that open house just isn’t the same, but
... I think we just need to be creative and
make the best of the situation.”

Sing Noel Concert
By Stephanie Leis
Contributor

With John 3:16 as her inspiration for
this year’s Sing Noel concert, Music
Professor Joann Rediger planned a performance with music from all around
the world that God so loved.
The Taylor University Chorale and
the Taylor Sounds Chamber Ensemble
will feature new songs in Swahili, Korean, Spanish, Polish, Russian and English. International students will also be
sharing their culture throughout the
evening in song, reading and cultural
dancing.
Junior Alana Kee, who has lived
overseas with her missionary parents,
appreciates various cultures’ ways of
celebrating Christmas. “I think this
concert is so good for everyone so we
don’t just believe that Christmas is for
Americans,” she said. “Christmas is for
everyone around the world.”
Rediger has asked several foreign
language speakers for help with pronunciation for these songs. “Speakers

appreciate that we care enough to learn
about their language,” she said.
Junior Kaitlyn Beadle has enjoyed the
interaction with Taylor faculty members and international students.
“The Chorale has also worked very
hard on this music to make it the best
we can, and we appreciate everyone’s
involvement,” Beadle said. “It gives us a
real sense of satisfaction to sing in these
languages.”
Junior Emily Hurst said she loves seeing international students involved in
the program and participating as part
of the audience.
“Some of them do not get to return
home for Christmas,” Hurst said, “and
this little snippet of Christmas from
their culture may be the only “traditional” Christmas they receive this year.”
This free concert begins at 7:30 p.m.
on Saturday in the Rediger Auditorium
following the Christmas Banquet. There
will be international desserts for everyone to enjoy in the dining commons after the performance.

Olson housekeeper retires after 27 years
By Ellen McConnell
Contributor
College is a place where many students learn how to take care of themselves and keep things tidy. But everyone needs a little grace sometimes.
This is where Paula Jarrett, a member of the University’s janitorial staff,
comes in. For the past 27 years, Jarrett has maintained the hallways, bathrooms and common areas of Grace Olson Hall.
But few are aware of Jarrett’s lifelong ties to Taylor and the surrounding
area.
“I was born in Marion, actually. I grew
up all around here,” Jarrett said. She
and her husband, Troy, live just three
miles from campus with her daughter’s
family.
Jarrett enjoys the arrangement. She
can remain close to both her family and
the community she serves.
“I enjoy the girls,” Jarrett said. “Some
of them you know by face, some of them
you know by name. Over the years, a lot
of them have come back, and they have
children. My grandson’s teacher was an

Olson Hall girl.”
As one might imagine, Jarrett knows
a lot about the change and growth of
Olson, one of Taylor’s oldest residence
halls.
Generally, though, Jarrett says her
job is the same as when she started
in 1981. She still takes her ﬁrst cup of
coffee with cream and the second cup
black.
There are certain events that stick out
in her memory. Pranks used to be much
more common, and Paula was usually
left to deal with the cleanup once the
joke was over.
There was one incident 10 years ago,
when a group of Taylor men made some
mischief for the girls of Third West Olson.
“The girls used to keep their shoes out
in the hallway,” Jarrett recalled. “Either
Wengatz or Sammy boys came through
with some deer pee and put it in all the
girls’ shoes. Those girls had to throw
their shoes away!”
More recently, Jarrett was shocked
to discover a deer carcass in the bathroom.
“It’s funny now, but ... it’s not funny

when you’re cleaning it up. I’m surprised (pranksters) don’t get in more
trouble than they do,” Jarrett said.
Jarrett’s diligence and hard work
have made an impact on the girls she
cleans for.
“It amazes me that day after day, Paula comes in and she’s happy to do what
she does,” senior Olson resident Katy
Andres said. “She always has a smile on
her face and she also loves to talk with
us.”
Jarrett explained the reason for her
dedication. “I know if my child went
here, I would want her housekeeper to
keep it just as if she was at home. I like
my job.”
Like all good things, however, Jarrett’s time as Olson’s cleaning lady is
drawing to a close – a fact that may
catch some residents off guard. She will
be retiring at the end of the year.
“I enjoy working here and I probably
wouldn’t retire, but my body says it’s
time,” Jarrett said. “I’ll probably still be
down here a lot, hanging around these
buildings and making sure whoever
comes (after me) gets it right!”

Katy Andres

Paula Jarrett, one of Grace Olson’s housekeepers for the last 27 years,
switches out some laundry Wednesday afternoon.

we read the
e-mails you delete.
friday

Silent Night at 6
p.m. in Odle Arena
Habecker’s Hollapalooza immediately
afterwards

No Openhouse

STAFF

saturday/ sunday

tuesday

wednesday

Sing Noel at 7:30
p.m. Saturday in
Rediger Chapel

Book Buyback from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m at
Bookstore.

Book Buyback from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m at
Bookstore.

Lighthouse Commissioning at 8 p.m.
Sunday in Mitchell
Theatre.

Student/Faculty
Art Sale from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m in D.C.
area.

Student/Faculty Art
Sale from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m in D.C. area.

No Openhouse

SAC Study Break
from 11 p.m. to 1
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Lighthouse students ready to go
Teams will put
preparation
to the test
By Rachel Jonker
Contributor
While most students are counting
down the days until Christmas break,
nearly 100 are looking forward to Jterm when, instead of returning to
Upland, six Lighthouse teams will
travel to four continents on mission
trips.
Teams will be traveling to the Czech
Republic, Ethiopia, Paraguay, Ecuador, Northern Ireland and Indonesia.
Students have been meeting since
the beginning of the school year to
prepare for cross-cultural ministry.
The meetings include bonding time,
preparation for ministry and learning
about the culture they will travel to.
Sophomore Alison Kummer, partici-

pant in the Paraguay team, said, “Even
though we can never be fully prepared
for everything that is going to happen
in Paraguay, learning about the country ahead of time, and in particular
about the Aché people, has made me
feel more confident about knowing
how to properly approach their culture and how to reach out to them.”
Students are also being mentally
prepared with the challenges of being
immersed in another culture. Junior
Ryan Klaver, of the Southeast asia
team, said, “In a way, I feel I will be
learning more than I will be teaching,
and I’m excited about that.”
Many of the students will live with
a host family during the trip. Junior
Kent Ives, participant in the Ecuador
team, said, “I am most excited about
being immersed in another culture
and becoming a part of another family
from that culture, but that’s also what
I think will be the most challenging
part for me.”
Whether it’s trying new food or

Transforming

learning to eat with the left hand, students will have unique experiences on
their trip.
The preparation is an integral part
of Taylor’s commitment to effective
short-term missions. Jenny Collins,
director of the Lighthouse program,
said that the teams will focus on developing long-term partnerships to
equip existing ministries for more effective outreach.

Collins noted the importance of the
support of the Taylor community to
the success of the Lighthouse trips.
“We really appreciate the Taylor community’s prayers and encouragement
and support. It’s great to be part of
this community and sense that others
who aren’t going are excited for those
who are. Please keep that up. We appreciate it.”

Czech Republic
Teaching Physical Education and
English classes in schools.
Visiting orphanages. Leading Bible
studies.

Southeast Asia
Living with Muslim host
families. Sharing their
testimony through parables and conversation.

Ecuador opens doors
By Chris Anderson
Contributor

"I was drawn to Grace and the area by its cost effectiveness. What’s kept me here are the gifted

Taylor’s overseas study program, once
again highly ranked in the Institute of
International Education report, is doing
its best to stay on top.
Starting next fall, the Ecuador semester program will be open to all majors.
For the past three years, only business
or biology majors could spend a semester in Ecuador.

- Albert Einstein

Paraguay
Living with
the Aché
people and
Ethiopia
teaching
Teaching in a
leadership and
school run by
discipleship
Project Mercy.
seminars for
Working with HIV orphans.
the youth.
Developing leadership
training seminars in
the schools.

Ecuador
Working in an orphanage
and a teen addictionrecover center. Constructing
a church and living with
host families.

Study abroad
program expands

“We can’t solve problems by using the same kind of thinking we
used when we created them.”

Now any student interested in studying in Cuenca, Ecuador for the 2009 fall
semester will be allowed to apply, regardless of major.
All students will take Spanish classes,
which are taught by Ecuadorian Spanish
teachers. Students will also take a Latin
America History class and a lab science
course. Aside from these basic courses,
student classes will vary widely. Students
may even have the chance to complete a
practicum or internship while studying
in Cuenca.
There will be two different living arrangements for students studying in Ecuador. For about eight weeks of the se-

Northern Ireland
Working with youth
in schools, evangelism programs, and
coffee bar outreaches.

mester, the 20 or so Taylor students will
be living in the same building along with
John Moore, professor of biology. Since
Cuenca is a relatively safe city, students
will have a good amount of freedom and
independence, though reasonable precautions will be taken to ensure safety.
In the remaining four weeks of the semester, students will be split up and live
with host families. It will give students
an opportunity to connect with the families, practice Spanish, and be completely
immersed in the culture.
For those interested, the deadline for
applications is in mid-February.

professors. Their formidable academic knowledge has been matched only by their spirituality.
They are fully engaged in ministry themselves and personally care about my spiritual development.
Outside of classroom, we discuss and pray over the joys and the struggles of ministry. I receive great
encouragement from them. I will continually look back on this time with deep gratitude."
Kenneth Hurne, Grace Seminary Student

A glimpse of Grace:
t#JCMJDBMMZ3PPUFE t"DBEFNJDBMMZ&YDFMMFOU
t$VMUVSBMMZ4FOTJUJWF t4QJSJUVBMMZ5SBOTGPSNJOH
t.JOJTUSZ'PDVTFE

FOr more Info Contact:

866.974.7223
gts.grace.edu

M.A., M.Div., D. Min. programs in Intercultural Studies,
and M.A. Local Church Ministry (distance education)

Kenya Prime Minister calls for removal of Zimbabwe’s president
Zimbabwe – Kenyan Prime Minister Raila Odinga has called for African governments to push Zimbabwe
president Robert Mugabe out of power. Zimbabwe is in a power-sharing
deadlock and the economy is in serious crisis.
Rebels to follow peace agreement
Burundi – The last active rebel group
in Burundi has agreed to follow the
terms of a 2006 peace agreement.
The group has promised to move its
members to demobilization camps
and disarm by the end of the month.
“Child-witch” killer arrested
Nigeria - “Bishop” Sunday Ulup-Aya
claims to have killed 110 demonicallypossessed children. After his arrest,
he told police that he only killed the
“witches” inside, not the children.
Child’s rights campaigners say that
children are abandoned, physically
abused or killed if their family believes
them to be demon-possessed.
Ancient city discovered
Peru – Archaeologists have discovered a city estimated to be at least
1,000 years old on a remote mountain
in the northern jungles of Peru. The
city was untouched by looters and
contains many artifacts.

WORLD

Court ousts Thai Prime Minister
Thailand – A Thai court ruled on
Monday that Prime Minister Somchai
Wongsawat must relinquish his ofﬁce
over election fraud. He has accepted
the ruling. There have been widespread anti-government protests in
the last months.
Turkish court jails politician
Turkey – A court has sentenced Kurdish politician Leyla Zana to ten years
in prison for spreading propaganda
for the Kurdistan Worker’s Party. The
court ruled she had violated anti-terror law. Her lawyer claims the ruling is
a violation of free speech.
Jewish settlers evicted
West Bank – Israeli forces evicted
about 200 Jewish settlers from the
West Bank city of Hebron on Thursday. The settlers had refused to leave
the building in deﬁance of an Israeli
Supreme Court order.
Pakistan taking action against
Mumbai attackers
Pakistan – Pakistani President Asif
Ali Zardari vowed to take strong action against anyone connected with
the attacks in Mumbai which killed
at least 188 people. India has made
claims of Pakistani links to the attacks. The Pakistani government has
denied any role.
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Christmastime is here
Happy New Year’s Resolutions
By Andrew Neel
Co-Editor in Chief

Under
the Mistletoe
By Rachel Sawyer
Life & Times Co-Editor
I just love this time of year. Snow is on the ground, you’ve got to bundle up to go outside,
little lights and decorations hang everywhere, people have smiles on their face and whistle
familiar tunes as they walk around campus. Ahh, it’s Christmastime.
One of the best parts about Christmastime is its wealth of traditions. Each year as December
rolls around, we get to do those things we can only do once a year: trim the tree, bust out the
Christmas music, talk about Santa on a regular basis, proudly flaunt our favorite Christmas
sweater, light candles while singing and give gifts. But there is still one tradition I’ve yet to
take part in: kissing under the mistletoe.
This mistletoe tradition has always fascinated me. Each year I’ve seen hopeful college kids
hang it with care above their dorm room door, asking Santa to grant them that one Christmas
wish: May this year be the year I can use the mistletoe? They pine away during open house,
stalking the hallways for that one special person. Waiting anxiously in the doorway, just hoping they walk by, the clock is ticking.
But why? Why is it we hang up mistletoe and dream up romantic moments of getting kissed
under it during the holiday season? My curiosity got the best of me. Various explanations of
this tradition exists, including one claiming origins from an ancient Greek festival and another about the Scandinavians seeing it as a plant of peace, but the one I’m going to tell you
about comes from 18th century England. At that time, the Brits introduced the concept of a
“kissing ball.” This meant, at Christmastime, if a young lady was caught under the mistletoe,
she couldn’t refuse a kiss. With this, being caught under the mistletoe became an art, as young
ladies everywhere were now mindful of who was around them when they “just happened to
step under the mistletoe.”
In many countries, this tradition, or a variation of it, still continues today, as I said before,
even on this campus. But let me ask you all to do something. Let us return to the English roots
of this tradition this Christmas. Boys, use this as your chance to step up and steal a little peck
from that girl you’ve been eyeing since fall break. Girls, now don’t go so far as to make some
sort of mistletoe hat, but it’s Christmas. Take advantage of it. Get your wing to sneak out one
night and “conveniently” hang mistletoe all around campus. It’ll make for an interesting finals
week, eh?
As I write this, I look at the faux mistletoe my roommate hung up in our apartment and issue
you this one last challenge. Christmas truly is a spectacular time of year; take advantage of
it. Do something you’ve always wanted to do. And if it involves mistletoe, go for it. You know
you want to.

Whenever Christmas break rolls around, it
makes me think of a few holiday traditions I
can always count on: Someone will get me
socks, my sister will somehow have more
presents than I do and I will have broken all
my New Year’s resolutions by the time school
starts again.
It’s like I make it an annual tradition of lying
to myself.
Reading the Bible in one year? Failed eight
times. Didn’t try the other 13.
Working out regularly? It lasted almost a
month one year. Six other failures.
Reading a book every two weeks? I have
shelves full of untouched literature to demonstrate the success of that undertaking.
Apparently, though, it’s not just me who
practices this yearly self-deception. It seems
only 12 percent of the people who make New
Year’s resolutions are actually successful, according to a BBC article citing recent research
by UK psychologists.
Why does the completion of the earth’s orbit around the sun cause so many people to
delude themselves about the possibility of selfimprovement? I don’t think there’s an astronomical answer, since I doubt the Gregorian
calendar was designed to boost gym memberships in January.
It must be psychological, then. There’s something cathartic about taking down the old calendar and all the bad days associated with it
and putting up a brand new one. The difference between the two is infinite. Each day on
the old calendar is a day you didn’t lose weight,
you didn’t work out and you didn’t read your
Bible. Each day on the new calendar marks a

possibility for change, for progress.
If we understand why we make New Year’s
resolutions, the next step is to figure out why
we can’t keep them. Fortunately, this isn’t a
mystery: We don’t set realistic goals, and we
give up on them too easily.
British researcher Richard Wiseman said
their study showed men were 22 percent more
successful at keeping their resolutions when
they set measurable goals and women were 10
percent more successful when they kept trying even after a temporary failure to meet their
goal.
What does that mean in practice?
Instead of saying, “I want to work out,” say “I
want to run for 30 minutes at least three times
a week.”
Instead of just promising yourself that you’ll
“Read the whole Bible,” get one of those Biblein-one-year schedules and stick to it.
And if you accidentally overeat on dessert
at Applebee’s one time, it doesn’t mean your
weight loss program has to stop. Keep trying.
Self-improvement doesn’t operate on a onestrike system. Or a three-strike system.
Another big factor in the success or failure
of a resolution: the amount of time you spent
coming up with it. Sure, an idea might sound
great at 11:55 p.m. on New Year’s Eve, but if
you haven’t put more than a few minutes of
thought into a resolution, it’s pretty unlikely
that you’ll actually follow through with it, no
matter how well-intentioned it is.
I say all of this not only to you, but primarily
to myself, because I don’t want to look at my
calendar at the end of 2009 and think, “Those
are 365 days I didn’t floss.”
So, allow me to be the first to tell you, “Happy
New Year!” Yes, I know I’m 27 days early, but
it’s never too early to start deluding yourself.

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK AND
GRADUATE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAMS

Mick’s Flea Market -

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK

A different kind shopping mall

• Internships in the Greater Los Angeles area
• Integration of faith and social work practice
• Full-time and part-time options

By Adrian Chaudoin
Staff Writer
“Antiques and uniques!” bellowed Jay, a seller at Mick’s Flea
Market. I was asking Mick questions about his flea market
when Jay, sitting at a table in the middle of the store, put in
his two cents. It was a welcome interruption though, because
he described the store most precisely.
Mick’s Flea Market is located in Gas City, Ind. stuffed with
the craziest things you could ever find. Despite its antique
feel, it has only been open for 15 years. When Mick, who runs
the store, retired from the military, he wanted to open an antique shop. “I always liked flea markets,” Mick said. “I never
knew mine would get this big.” Mick has 35 different people
selling things in his store. Each person gets a 10-by-10 space
where they can put anything in it to sell. That solved my biggest question I had about the store: “Why were there Disney
movies in little sections all over the place?”
When I walked into the store, I wasn’t really paying attention and jumped when I looked up and was face to face with
a life-size Santa. This was the first sign that Mick’s is the perfect place for unique Christmas shopping. I browsed through
the hundreds of DVDs, VHS tapes and Nintendo games which
were labeled “Nintendo tapes.” If you have someone young to
buy Christmas presents for, Mick’s is the perfect place for Disney movies. Also, you can introduce the young ones to your
old favorites by buying them drinking glasses with Yosemite
Sam and the Muppets on them.
A friend told me once that if she could collect anything, it

would be salt and pepper shakers. Besides thinking she was
weird, I also thought extreme variety in salt and pepper shakers would be hard to come by. Wrong. Mick’s has everything
from mice wearing clothes to North Dakota oil wells. Another
Christmas present in the bag.
Speaking of collectibles, if you have a friend or family member that collects anything, go to Mick’s for a unique addition
to their collection. You can enhance their Elvis, I Love Lucy,
Pez dispenser, spoon, coin, ceramic doll, glass coke bottle, etc.
collection. My favorite part about the coin collection was that
it came with a new $20 bill. A rare piece indeed.
A few more favorite items of mine included a board game
called “Waterloo: Napoleon’s Last Battle” (can you say bored
game?), a homemade Jamaican Tigger and china plates with
the Last Supper on them.
Whatever you go in to Mick’s for, I’m sure you’ll come out
with something you never imagined. Look at me – I went in
for an interview with Mick and left with a Star Wars poster.

GRADUATE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAMS
• APA-accredited Psy.D. Program
• M.A. in Clinical Psychology (Marriage and Family Therapy)
• Alignment with current California licensure requirements
For more information on the MSW Program,
visit www.apu.edu/explore/msw/.
For more information on the graduate
psychology programs, visit
www.apu.edu/bas/graduatepsychology/.
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Neil Aeschliman
http://www.pomegranatephone.com/.
Nate Baggett
is officially addicted to the new Taylor Swift CD.
Evan Rotert
http://www.lalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalala.com/.

Save Your Pennies

A college student’s gift guide
By Blake Bachman
Life & Times Co-Editor
So, it’s no surprise that the economy is … declining. We’re all looking for ways to save moolah, but the
Christmas season is upon us. Is it possible to buy sweet
gifts for your loved ones without going broke? Or is it
possible to … gasp… make something? Yes … and a
most emphatic YES.
If you’re trying to save some dough but you aren’t
sure what to purchase this Christmas, you’re in luck!
I’ve assembled a little Christmas Gift Guide for your
holiday shopping escapades. Take these suggestions,
or use them as creative fuel to create the perfectly
cheap and thoughtful gift this year.
If you’re really broke and looking for a meaningful
gift for the family, may I suggest the mix CD? This is
probably my favorite gift to give. Your family will love
it because it’s practical (who doesn’t love new music?), and it says something about who you are. It’s
also incredibly cheap. For the cost of a blank CD and

sleeve, you have yourself a sweet gift. Don’t forget to
include the track list and any personal album artwork
or notes you might want to share on why you picked
each song.
Along those same lines, I recommend … the picture
frame. Go to the local Target or Wal-Mart and pick up
a frame. You can either get artsy with this and glue
on buttons or clippings from magazines (well, maybe
that’s more for the girls?), or you can just get a straightup generic frame and place a fun picture inside. Black
and white is always a good choice. Regardless, this is a
win-win situation because you, my friend, are guaranteed to give a one-of-a-kind gift!
Feeling crafty? Like collaging? Make a sweet box or
journal with your favorite magazine pictures or words.
Or if you know how to knit, scarves and hats are beloved gift items.
Do you have a MacBook? Did you know you can
make sweet calendars or books with your pictures?
Well, you can! Once you’ve laid out your pages as you
want them, a medium softbound, double-sided book

will cost you only $9.99, with additional pages costing $0.49. A large double-sided calendar will cost you
$19.99. Order by Dec. 14, and you’ll have your gift in
time for Christmas. Your Mom will love this.
If you’re looking for the less time-consuming gift,
Wal-Mart has a fairly decent selection of old-school
movies in their $5 bin. Maybe Dad would like his own
copies of “Uncle Buck” and “Tommy Boy?” A book is
also an excellent gift choice.
Is your family lacking in the games department?
Apples to Apples, Boxers or Briefs (if you can find it),
Gestures, or the new Office board game are all winning
options.
This year, try to pick out gifts that are more practical than typical. Maybe steer away from the holiday
popcorn tins, Christmas ties, or blow-up Santa lawn
ornaments? (But if you really must give the perfectly
cheesy/awesome collectible item, save your pennies
and buy it at Mick’s.)

Dear Blake & Rachel,
How many verses are there really in “The First Noel?” Because it
seemed like we sang about 17 in chapel on Wednesday.
Going Hoarse
Dear Going Hoarse,
We also felt like we were singing 17 verses, but after looking at a hymnal in the chapel we realized there are six. And we sang all of them.

I love music. A lot. I mean a whole lot. And when Black Friday rolls around, it’s not all the sales I’m looking
forward too, but the official start to the Christmas music season. Each year, you get one month (and maybe a
little overlap on either end) to listen to these heart-warming melodies. Musicians spanning the generations
take their spin on old favorites or use the opportunity to write and sing about why they love this time of year.
For me, it’s the music that makes holiday season. It isn’t until I play that one CD, or listen to that certain
song that I can really feel like it’s Christmastime. I have those family staples we have to listen to when we
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decorate the house, or when we open presents. It’s as much a tradition as hanging mistletoe or giving gifts.
In light of these feelings, Blake and I have decided to share with you our favorite Christmas musical selections. These are the songs for us that make Christmas. If you don’t have these in your iTunes library, you
should buy them. Your ears will thank you. We’ve got a nice spackling of the classics and some modern renditions; songs that make us want to dance, songs that want us to curl up with a blanket and hot chocolate, and
songs we just love to sing along to. We love them. A lot.
-Rachel Sawyer

"I chose to pursue my masters at Grace because of the Prayer in Counseling class.
I was very impressed with a school that put special emphasis on prayer. I have
learned much about counseling, but I feel that I have learned much about myself.
Even more important, by example, my teachers have shown how well Jesus has
enabled them to love others. I thank God for directing me to this program.”

Dear Blake & Rachel,
Where can we get a recording of “The Twelve Days of Christmas” by
Quadrivium? I want their CD so bad. It’s totally on my Christmas list.
Weak at the Knees
Dear Weak at the Knees,
We put their CD on our Christmas list too. Santa has the hook-up. In
the meantime, we suggest you take a class in the math, physics, comp
sci, or music departments, and you’ll be sure to have one of them as
a prof.

Top 10 Christmas Song iTunes Playlists
Blake

Azusa Pacific University’s graduate programs
empower you to put compassion into action.
Prepare to make a difference.

Becky Stetson, Student
Graduate Department of Counseling and Interpersonal Relations

t M.A. in Counseling
t M.A. in Interpersonal Relations
t Scripturally based
t Focused on each student’s personal &
spiritual growth

CACREP Accreditation The Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP), a
specialized accrediting body, recognized by the Council for Higher Education (CHEA), has granted accreditation for
the M.A. in Counseling Degree in Mental Health Counseling at Grace College.

Web site: www. grace.edu
E-mail: macslg@grace.edu
Telephone: 866.974.7223
200 Seminary Drive,
Winona Lake, Indiana 46590

Taylor-made Annual Art Sale
Come and purchase artwork at the D.C.
on December 9th and 10th between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m. All artwork (pottery and jewelry etc.)
has been handcrafted by Taylor University
artists and art students.

Rachel
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POPQuiz
What genderneutral item seems
to be this year’s
“thing to have”?

At the end of this year, all the great
movies of 2008 will be wrapped up
like presents, and the New Year will
bring new expectations. Box ofﬁce hits
such as “The Dark Knight,” “Wall-E”
and “Iron Man” are going to be tough
acts to follow. But don’t worry, the
highly anticipated movies of 2009 feature some popular and familiar faces.
Many are based off comic books, and
several star Hollywood’s rising royalty: Robert Downey Jr. (“Iron Man”)
and Shia LaBeouf (“Transformers,”
“Eagle Eye”).
2009 isn’t all comic books and Shia,
though. Take a look at the top 10 movies that will catch viewer’s attention in
the coming year.
Action and Adventure
“X-Men Origins: Wolverine” – Let’s
face it, 20th Century Fox is going to
milk the X-Men comics for all they’re
worth, but it’s still going to be awesome. Hugh Jackman, Wolverine in
X-Men 1, 2 and 3, is returning to make
a ﬁlm about what the title implies: his
origin. In addition to featuring Wolverine’s nemesis, Sabretooth, the ﬁlm
will introduce new comic book favorites such as Agent Zero, Gambit and
The Blob. Online buzz says that the
origin of Magneto is scheduled for a
later 2009 release.
“Transformers: Revenge of the
Fallen” – When movies do well, what
happens next? Sequel, please! Most of
the same actors return such as Shia
LaBeouf and Megan Fox. Rainn Wilson (Dwight from “The Ofﬁce”) has
been added. The premise of the movie
can be said in one sentence, taken
from IMDb: “The battle for Earth has
ended, but the battle for the universe
has just begun,” meaning the scary
frozen robot from the last movie is going to return for an epic war involving
robots and humans.
Comedy
“The Three Stooges” – Don’t slap
your forehead when you hear about
this remake; Larry, Moe, and Curly
will do it for you. The directors are the
Farrelly brothers, famous for “Dumb
& Dumber.” The movie is going to be
three 30-minute sections, just like the
original shorts. The actors for Larry
and Moe haven’t been determined,

I think the big
thing to have this
year is the new “i”
anything. iPod,
iTouch, the new
macbooks, and
even the new
iPhone. Either
those things or,
sadly, anything
related to
‘Twilight.’
-Andrew Lehr
and there will be “American Idol”-like
tryouts for Curly.
“Adventureland” – Greg Mottola,
director of “Superbad,” is back with
another hilarious ﬁlm. Set in the
’80s, a high school graduate takes on
a summer job as an amusement park
worker. Cast includes Jesse Eisenberg
(“The Squid and the Whale”), Martin
Starr (“Freaks and Geeks”), and Kristen Stewart (“Twilight”).
Drama
“The Soloist” – Well, you were waiting for a Robert Downey Jr. movie.
Downey Jr. is a journalist who befriends a homeless musician (Jamie
Foxx, “Ray”). From the director of
“Pride and Prejudice” comes an emotional, inspiration-ﬁlled drama about
friendship and the power of music.
Originally slated for a late 2008 release, this ﬁlm is already generating
Oscar buzz for both Foxx and Downey
Jr., although it won’t be in the running
until next year’s award season.
Family
“Up” – When the preview alone
makes you laugh out loud, you know

it’s going to be good. Plus, it’s Pixar
– how can it not be good? A 78-year
old man, tired of city life, attaches
millions of balloons to his house and
soars into the sky. After a few minutes of secluded freedom, he hears a
knock on his door. An 8-year old boy
scout was on the porch at the time of
take off. With cute characters and wild
scenarios, this Pixar ﬁlm will likely become another family favorite.
Fantasy
“Harry Potter and the Half-Blood
Prince” – We were hoping for it this
year, but the writers’ strike and requests from Warner Brothers moved
it to a July 17, 2009 release. With the
same cast and director comes and even
darker year at Hogwarts as we learn
more about Voldemort’s past.
Romance
“New York, I Love You” – What happens when you take ﬁve-minute shorts
from some of the best directors in the
world and put them all together? You
get movies like “Paris, Je T’aime,” and
the newest one, “New York, I Love
You.” Thirteen directors from Japan,

Russia, Germany, and more were
asked to direct short love stories set in
New York. Many famous actors are involved in these shorts, including Shia
LaBeouf, Orlando Bloom (“Pirates of
the Caribbean”) and Natalie Portman
(“V for Vendetta”).
Sci-Fi
“Star Trek” – Put away your lightsaber and grab your Spock ears; “Star
Trek” is back. “Star Trek” starts at the
early days of James T. Kirk and his USS
Enterprise crew. Director J.J. Abrams
(“Lost,” “Alias”) brings his immense
imagination and dedicated fan base to
an already popular franchise. Let’s just
hope romantic comedy star Chris Pine
(“Princess Diaries 2,” “Just My Luck”)
is the right choice to play Kirk.
Thriller/Mystery
“Sherlock Holmes” – Have I mentioned Robert Downey Jr. yet? This
time he’s a famous detective. With
this classic sleuth and detective dream
team consisting of Jude Law (“Alﬁe,”
“The Holiday”) and Rachel McAdams
(“The Notebook”), it’s sure to be a
crowd favorite.

It seems like
everyone and
their brother
are wearing
moccassins
these days. I’d
go with that.
-Rachael Morgese

MUSIC

WEB

MUSIC

MySpace Band of the Week
myspace.com/agreatbigpileoﬂeaves

Addictionary.com
The power of wordplay

Electric Argument
The Fireman

A Great Big Pile of Leaves (Brooklyn, N.Y.)
is what comes to mind when you think of
Indie music. They recorded both of their
EPs, entitled “The Fiery Works I & II,” in
their bedrooms, which are available for
free on their MySpace page. Reminiscent
of Minus the Bear, Brand New and The
Appleseed Cast, AGBPOL is an upbeat
indie rock with a twist. Featuring swooning
guitar driven tracks, “The Fiery Works I”
leads a melodic journey. “The Firey Works
II” mixes things up a bit, as on the track
“The Size of Dinosaurs,” which emulated
something like The Killers.

In similar fashion to urbandictionary.com,
addictionary.org is a conglomeration of
made-up words and deﬁnitions. Users can
submit, subscribe and vote on words and
their deﬁnitions. Words like “brodawg,” a
noun meaning a snowboarder who is just
down right awesome, and “shopdrifter,”
also a noun, meaning a person who takes
an item off the shelf in a grocery store, then
later decides they don’t want it and places
it on some random shelf elsewhere in the
store. With over 6,300 words currently in the
database, addictionary.org has virtually endless opportunities to let the world in on your
own language.

"Electric Arguments" comes from a band most
of you probably have not heard of: The Fireman, an underground solo project from a man
you probably have heard of, Paul McCartney.
This is Paul's third album with the Fireman, as
Arguments follows 1993s elctronic/instrumental "Strawberries Ocean Ships Forest" and the
1998 release "Rushes". After a 10-year hiatus,
McCarntey sheds the instrumental vibe of the
last two albums and produces a sound that
resembles The Beatles more so than anything
else he has done since. If you're a fan of McCartney or just a fan of good music in general,
I highly recommend listening to McCartney and
The Fireman's "Electric Argument."

Josh Kennedy

Josh Kennedy

David Yurkanin
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Marriage promotes The real American way
equality

By Brandon Myers
Columnist
with Randy Kizer
In the last Echo, Emily Rhude wrote
an honest opinion about the “right to
gay marriage.” By her own admission,
Emily was a shocked American who
found herself confused by the decision
to deny gays equal treatment under the
law. The often overlooked aspect of the
current US legal deﬁnition of marriage,
spare Massachusetts and Connecticut,
is that the same rules apply to everyone. Currently, any person, regardless
of sexual orientation, is equally allowed
to marry someone of the opposite sex
and equally prohibited from marrying
someone of the same sex.
It is very dangerous to equate the
civil rights movement and homosexual
movement. Conservative media personality Mychal Massie writes that “civil
rights was about the right to vote, the
guaranteed access to public accommodations, and the desegregation of public facilities and schools.” Colin Powell
stated, “Skin color is a benign, nonbehavioral characteristic. Sexual orientation is perhaps the most profound of
human behavioral characteristics. The
comparison of the two is a convenient
but invalid argument.”
The homosexual agenda has nothing
to do with rights – it is about governmental and societal consent of behavior.
This is evidenced by the low number of
homosexual marriages in Massachusetts (other than in the ﬁrst few months
of its legalization), homosexuals’ statements and the push for homosexual relationships to be nationally recognized.
While keeping the church and the
state two distinct entities is important
for the health of both institutions, it is
impossible to make policy in a vacuum.
Even generally accepted standards of
decency, such as the federal broadcast

regulations, have moral roots. Since
some moral (or amoral) criterion must
be used for determining policy, it is vital
to decide what values we want shaping
the future of our country. The push by
homosexual activists to recognize gay
marriage is based on the philosophy
that for social, and thus legal purposes,
any sexual action between consenting
adults should be treated as equivalent.
After examining some evidence, it
seems the difference between homosexual and heterosexual relationships
is substantial. Christian author Thomas
Schmidt writes, “The number of homosexual men who experience anything
like lifelong ﬁdelity becomes, statistically speaking, almost meaningless.
Promiscuity among homosexual men
is not a mere stereotype, and it is not
merely the majority experience — it is
virtually the only experience.”
Lifelong faithfulness is almost nonexistent in the homosexual experience.
Seventy-ﬁve percent of homosexual
men have more than 100 sexual partners during their lifetime. More than
half of these partners are strangers.
Only eight percent of homosexual men
and seven percent of homosexual women ever have relationships lasting more
than three years.”
The effect this has on children and
raises more concerns. Liberal anthropologist David Blankenhorn writes,
“All our scholarly instruments seem to
agree: For healthy development, what
a child needs more than anything else
is the mother and father who together
made the child, who love the child and
love each other.” Unfortunately, when
marriage is reduced to coupling and
incentives are taken away, heterosexuals have less of an obligation to stay together, putting children at risk.
If you believe deﬁning marriage between a man and woman is an example
of discrimination, then you believe it
is wrong to discriminate based upon
behavior. This means that consenting polygamists, bigamists, relatives
and children, or anyone else who can’t
get married are being discriminated
against. Laws by their very deﬁnition
are exclusive and discriminate based
upon behavior.

By Bliss Barber
Columnist
A large number of Americans feel that
our current president, George W. Bush,
has humiliated our country and ruined
our national image abroad. The belief
is not without merit. I lived in South
Africa for seven months of the 2008
calendar year, and I realized after only
a few weeks of bottomless Bush jokes
that admitting I was American was like
painting a gigantic bull’s-eye on my
back and asking for insults. I chose the
safer course thereafter and claimed to
be Canadian when asked.
Ironically, one of the common observations made of Barack Obama during
the pre-election fury was his unique positioning to transform our national image and diplomatic relations if elected.
While certainly Obama will avoid the
unilateral snobbery of his predecessor,
it’s worth taking a closer look at what’s

really tied up in the American image.
It’s 5 a.m and 2,000 people are gathered outside of a Wal-Mart in Long
Island, New York for the post-Thanksgiving Black Friday sale. America is in
the midst of an economic recession and
the people are desperate for a deal. The
crowd outside presses greedily against
the glass chanting “push the doors in,”
so the workers inside form a human
chain to hold them back. All at once the
door is broken down and the masses
charge forward in a storm of utter chaos.

“We’re going to
have to change our
own image”
Wal-Mart employee Jdimytai Damour
is trampled to death and the ofﬁcers
performing CPR are crushed under
the feet of eager shoppers. A woman
who is eight months pregnant fears she
miscarries her child as she is shoved
around violently. Damour’s death is announced and the shoppers are asked to
leave but they angrily refuse and continue their shopping. Elbows ﬂy and
employees leap atop vending machines
to steer clear of the mob. It’s a scene
reminiscent of “Lord of the Flies” and

employees describe the shoppers as
“savages.” Damour’s cousin, a fellow
Wal-Mart employee, complains to the
press that his cousin’s body had been
trampled like a “stepping bag” by shoppers who have “so much disregard for
human life.” The story makes international news — a national image is born
— or rather perpetuated.
Or how about this: It’s the week of
Monday, November 10 and American
International Group (AIG) executives
are relaxing in a luxurious resort at a
$343,000 conference, courtesy of an
$85 billion government bailout.
Or maybe it’s just the obnoxious
Americans in any foreign country who
are easily identiﬁed by their loud laughing, excessive drinking and general disregard for culture.
I e-mailed a friend in the South African Press Association for her take
on the extent to which Barack Obama
is really going to change the American
image, and she had the following to
say: “Barack Obama is going to do great
things, but he stands apart from the notion of America. Americans are going to
have to ﬁx their own image.”
Well put. If we Americans really want
change we can believe in, we’re going to
have to change our own image. Obama
can’t do that for us.

Gentlemen, honor thy beard

By Steve Etheridge
Opinions Editor
If we consider the things to which we
commit months — breast cancer awareness, black history — it’s a little embarrassing to think we just spent an entire
month infatuated with beards. Their
mystique is undeniable: a bearded face
is the visage of unbridled masculinity,
an all-encompassing ode to virility, eccentricity, wisdom, vagrancy and the

I would like to respond to an aspect of Emily Rhude’s
argument in her Echo piece on gay marriage two weeks
ago. Rhude argues for the right to gay marriage on the
basis of the separation of church and state, presumably
because she believes that the only arguments against
gay marriage are theological in nature. But this is not
the case. There are also strong philosophical arguments
against gay marriage.
For example, many have offered compelling utilitarian
arguments against gay marriage, particularly because of
social and psychological problems that arise from samesex parenting, which would no doubt increase with the
normalization of gay marriage. (See the article “Homosexual Parenting” on the Web site of the American College of Pediatricians for references to many informative
— and alarming — studies.)
Also, it can be argued that gay marriage is inherently
unjust, as follows. Heterosexual union is the indispensable means by which humans come into existence and
therefore has special social value (indeed, the greatest

possible social value because it is the ﬁrst precondition
for society). Now what has such special value to human
society deserves special social recognition and sanction.
But civil ordinances which recognize gay marriage as
comparable to heterosexual marriage constitute a rejection of the special value of heterosexual unions. And, of
course, to deny the special value of that which has such
special value is unjust. Proponents of gay marriage will
object that they do not intend to deny the special value
of heterosexual unions. But whether intended or not, legalizing gay marriage does just this.
If any such philosophical arguments against gay marriage succeed, then the anti-gay marriage position does
not depend on theological assumptions. And if this is
so, then Rhude’s appeal to the separation of church and
state is irrelevant.
Dr. Jim Spiegel, Professor of Philosophy

In reading the recent opinion column by Emily Rhude
on “The Right to Gay Marriage,” I couldn’t help but feel
that some layers of complexity had been overlooked in
linking a support for legislation in favor of “gay marriage” with our call to love one another. Leaving aside
theological matters and matters of political philosophy,
one such layer of complexity is that it is not clear that
the issue of gay marriage can be resolved one way or
the other by appealing to the “separation of church and
state.”
Perhaps the state might have reasons having nothing to do with religion for fostering marriage between
a man and a woman as a critical social institution. If,
for example, it should be the case that, on average, children — the future citizens of our society —tend to ﬂourish more socially, emotionally, spiritually and economically when raised by their biological Dad and Mom
rather than in any other context, then there are reasons
for society to favor and protect that one relationship as
important to its own health and ﬂourishing. Such argu-

ments have been made, and are worth considering. See,
for example, Robert P. George (Professor of Jurisprudence, Princeton University) and Jean Bethke Elshtain
(Professor of Ethics, University of Chicago), editors,
“The Meaning of Marriage: Family, State, Market, and
Morals.” It could be that they are mistaken, and many
studies will attempt to show that “gay marriage” has
no harmful effects on society, just as studies after the
advent of “no-fault” divorce laws attempted to show
that divorce does not really harm children. However
those politically charged debates turn out, they are not
debates about the separation of church and state, nor
are those who disagree with Ms. Rhude’s stance on the
legislation necessarily failing to focus on how we are
called to love one another. It could be that our opposition to “gay marriage” ﬂows from our concern for the
social, economic, emotional, and spiritual well-being of
children—and of the society whose future they are.
Brad Seeman, Assistant Professor of Philosophy

Send letters to the editor at steve_etheridge@tayloru.edu by 3 p.m. Wednesday. They should be no longer than 400 words.
Due to volume, we cannot print all opinions articles that we receive. Please keep your opinions as concise as possible.
The Echo reserves the right to edit for length and content.

OPINIONS

Talmud. But after ruminating on No
Shave November, I think we might’ve
depleted the beard of its brawn, shaving it down to an ignoble trend.
Follow me. We grow beards for a
handful of reasons, the most common,
I suspect, is laziness. Stubble is sexy,
right? Then why not accumulate sexiness by doing absolutely nothing? As
the stubble develops into a beard, so
does the emotional attachment, and
before you know it you have a beautiful four-ounce baby beard that needs
you like Barbaro needed an enormous
wheelchair. Can I get an awwww from
the pro-lifers in the house?
Or consider this: You suffer incredible anxiety whenever you meet people,
mostly because you can’t … uh … gee
… so anyways … hold a conversation.
Then you get the idea to grow a beard
— a portable hobby. You soon learn that
each new inch of face fur automatically
compels one or two minutes of conversation. You can talk about grooming,
food getting caught in the mustache, the
oppressive heat of summer — beards
are so much fun to talk about!
But then you consider your bearded
forefathers. Distinguished men with
distinguished beards and distinguished
legacies. There’s Abe Lincoln and his
unwavering honesty; Santa Claus and
his benevolence; Confucius and wisdom; Zeus and his ability to turn things
into eagles.
And then it hits you: What am I doing
for the beard? The beard has given you
recognition, facial eminence, shelter
from harsh winds, and the guarantee
that you’ll no longer be asked if you’d

like a kid’s menu. What are you putting
into the relationship?

“Therefore,
wear the beard
with honor, with
distinction. Turn
things into eagles.”
Keep in mind that for all the admirable beard legacies exist an equal number
of those who have tarnished the beard’s
reputation. Revolutionary mass murderer, oppressor and T-shirt ﬁgurehead
Che Guevara kept a scrappy beard. Ivan
the Terrible earned his name not only
for killing thousands, but also for having a ratty and unkempt beard. Despite
an endless fortune, director/producer/
soul-sucker George Lucas took one of
America’s most beloved movie franchises into his greedy hands and wrung
it dry of all integrity and tolerability.
He, too, has a beard.
I suppose what I’m trying to do here
is ﬁght the fad. I dread the day when
beards take their place on the mantle of
Things We Loved But Got Sick Of, along
with pogs, Tamagotchis and Chris Kattan.
Therefore, wear the beard with honor, with distinction. Turn things into
eagles.
And if you’re a slave to sloth and have
no intentions to shave because it is so
time consuming, beware. One day you
might accidentally make a seventh “Star
Wars” movie.

SPORTS
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Freshman leads Trojans in No. 6 upset
By Julia Berger
Contributor
With Carrie Bragg
Sports Editor
There is nothing like winning
a well-deserved game, and in
Wednesday night’s home game
versus No. 6-ranked Huntington
University, the Trojans proved
deserving of victory.
In keeping with their Walsh
win comeback after a 5-game
losing streak, the Trojan women
(6-5, 1-1) fought their way to a
61-45 victory over the visiting
Foresters (8-1, 0-1), previously
undefeated in regular season
play.
An outstanding freshman performance provided the key ingredient in the upset.
“Our ladies played hard for
two solid halves,” said head
coach Tena Krause. “We had key
players, (such as) Nellie Eskew,
come off the bench and contribute in big ways.”
A freshman from Anderson,
Indiana, Eskew gave her best.
The 6-foot-2-inch center contributed a leading 19 points, ﬁve
rebounds and four steals in less
than 20 minutes of play.
Teammates imitated her aggression. Junior forward/center
Bethany Ballard put the ball up
for 11 points and took it down
for nine total rebounds, while

senior guard Paige Rudolph performed a 9-point game. Another
solid freshman show came in
the form of guard Alissa Goeglein, who lent eight points, ﬁve
rebounds, three assists and a
steal.
The upset was just what the
Trojans needed to pump them
up for Christmas break play.
“It was a huge conﬁdence
booster for all of us to be able to
beat (Huntington),” Eskew said.
“The losing streak really got us
down mentally, but we knew
that God had a purpose for it and
that we would improve eventually and come out on top.”
Their persistent hard work allowed them to obtain the result
they deserved.
“It was amazing to see everyone ﬁnally come together and be
on the same page,” Eskew said.
“Hopefully we will be able to
keep up the intensity for the rest
of the season and ﬁnish with a
national championship.”
Now 1-1 in conference play,
the Trojans’ next MCC game will
take place at Spring Arbor University (6-4, 1-1) on Dec. 13. The
remainder of their MCC competitors will meet Taylor amidst a
13-game conference foe streak.
The team looks to continue to
improve their record at Indiana
University Southeast (#RV) tomorrow at 2 p.m.

Basketball
(Men 4-7, 0-2)
Cedarville Tournament

L, 59-68 vs Cedarville (#7)
L, 56-67 vs St Francis*

Campbellsville Classic

L, 41-44 vs Lindsey Wilson
(#RV/Div. I)
L, 64-66 vs Campbellsville
(#18/Div. I)
L, 45-78 at Huntington* (#RV)
Upcoming games:

Ivanhoe Classic

6 p.m. Fri vs OSU Marion
(Silent Night)
1 p.m. Sat vs Cardinal Stritch
-or3 p.m. Sat vs Indiana Tech

(Women 6-5, 1-1)
Aquinas Classic

L, 64-82 vs Aquinas
L, 89-95 at St Francis* (#4)
W, 75-67 vs Walsh
W, 61-45 vs Huntington*
(#6)
Upcoming games:
2 p.m. Sat at IU Southeast
(#RV)
1 p.m. Sat (12/13) at
Spring Arbor*
Timmy Huynh

Freshman Nellie Eskew (54) bodies up on Huntington’s Jenna Donaldson (22) in a booming upset on Wednesday. Eskew led the Trojans in total points and steals and was 2-for-2 at the line.

NBA Preview: 5 things every fan should know
By Jake Bragg
Contributor
Now that the NBA season is a
solid month into its schedule, I
ﬁgured that I would make my case
to all of the basketball purists out
there as to why NBA basketball is
worth watching. So here are ﬁve
things you need to know about the
sport I loved ﬁrst.
1. LeBron James is turning
the NBA upside down.
At ﬁrst, this might seem obvious, given that he is averaging an
other-worldly 27.4 points, 7.1 rebounds, 6.3 assists, and 2.11 steals
a game this year. Yet, his impact is
also causing teams to completely
hemorrhage money in order to
get under the salary cap in 2010,
when he can become a free agent.
We’ve already seen three major
trades this season that have severely compromised this year in
hopes of landing LBJ in two years

(one by the Pistons, two from the
Knicks). Here’s why this is so brilliant for James: it is rumored that
up to six teams think they have a
chance to sign him in two years
(Cleveland, New York, New Jersey, San Antonio, Portland and
Detroit). Of course, those teams
are hurting and only three appear
to be a real threat come playoff
season: the Cavs, the Lakers (162) and the Celtics (16-2). Can you
believe it? Just because he might
go somewhere in two years, he
has increased his chances to win a
title in the next two exponentially!
Someone should give this guy a
medal.
2. Derrick Rose is the Rookie of the Year, and it’s not
close.
No disrespect to O.J. Mayo or
Greg Oden, but this guy is a completely different animal. Here’s
how good he is: Playing for a Bulls
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teams with a bunch of guys who
probably wouldn’t start anywhere
else in the NBA, he still managed
to average a modest 18.7 points,
4.1 rebounds, 5.9 assists and 1.11
steals a game. He is driving right
by guys like they are standing still
to get lay-ups, and he doesn’t even
have a mid-range jumper! Seriously, you should watch him. Really.
3. The Suns are no fun to
watch anymore.
Since
their
coach,
Mike
D’Antoni, left for New York, new
head coach Terry Porter has decided to run the offense through
Shaquille O’Neal. The result? No
more run ‘n gun, shoot-in-lessthan-seven-seconds offense with
Steve Nash. Instead, they walk
the ball up the ﬂoor and focus on
defense. I’ve died a little on the
inside.
4. The Sixers were a little

over-hyped.
For those who didn’t know, the
Philadelphia 76ers ﬁnished last
season on a tear to win the seventh seed, and then became the
chic pick to win the East after
picking up all-pro Elton Brand.
Only here’s the problem: Most of
the hype came because Philly was
reuniting the two leading scorers
from a L.A. Clippers team that
won 27 games in 2002, and Elton
is coming off major surgery to correct a torn Achilles tendon from
last year. Apparently, they haven’t
found their stride just yet, sitting
at a meager 8-11, just one half
game ahead of my Pacers. Which
reminds me …
5. You can go to a Pacer
game for ten bucks, and they
aren’t that bad!
You read that right. Sure,
they’re sitting at 7-11, but I’m already wishing I could have been

at most of their home games. They
already knocked off the reigning
NBA champion Boston Celtics by
16 and beat two good teams in
the Nets and the Hawks. But their
most recent win was also the most
bittersweet for me.
Let me explain: In an effort to
market their new team, the Pacers have started a promotion.
Every Tuesday night home game,
any college student can show up,
present his valid college ID, and
get a ticket and a T-shirt for $10.
The list of games is anything but
bland. In fact, last Tuesday, the
Pacers came back from a 17-point,
fourth quarter deﬁcit to beat the
mighty L.A. Lakers. Since I unfortunately missed that game, I’ve
made sure to circle February 10
on my calender, when LeBron and
company come to town. Ten bucks
to see the King?! Oh yeah, I’m excited. And you should be, too.

* denotes MCC match
(home games indicated in bold)

Cross Country
NAIA NATIONALS
(Men)
Michael Pabody
Junior
31st place, 8K
25:18 min.
Tom Robertson
Junior
78th place, 8K
25:52 min.
(Women)
Alyssa Johnson
Junior
60th place, 5K
18:41 min.

“[We] both ran well and
were happy with our
performances ...
Tom ran a lifetime
personal best.”
-Pabody

Huntington takes Trojans’ 2nd MCC match
By Jordyn Kight
Staff Writer

Timmy Huynh

Position: Guard
Year: Senior
High School: Muncie Central
Major: Sports Management
Proudest moment: State runner-up 2005
Most embarrassing moment: Falling asleep in Dr.
Klouda’s class and having the “sleep ball” thrown at
me.
Pet peeve: When people use an “s” at the end of my
name; it’s just “Daniel.”
Favorite food: Pineapple
Dream job: To coach college basketball at the
University of Kentucky
Least favorite subject: Math
Favorite movie: “Braveheart”
Something people should know about you: I used
to own two Mastiff puppies. (They are lost; if you know
anything, let me know.)
Morning Bird or Night Owl? Night Owl ... I have
trouble waking up in the morning.
Sun or snow? Sun ... The winter here is awful.

The Trojans (4-7, 0-2) fell to
conference opponent Huntington University on Tuesday by a
score of 78-45.
The Trojans started off with a
strong ﬁve minutes to open the
ﬁrst half. They quickly took an
11-9 lead, but Huntington shut
down their offense and took
over the game. Huntington held
the Trojans and increased their
lead 23-11. With ﬁve minutes
on the clock, Taylor fought back
and cut the lead to three at 2522. Despite the comeback, Huntington went on a 15-2 run and
ﬁnished the half 40-24.
Going into the second half,
the Trojans could not stop Huntington from adding points to
the board. Huntington went on
a 10-point run midway through
the half, bringing the point deﬁcit to 30 with a score of 68-38.
The Trojans did not give up and
gathered seven more points.
Unfortunately, time expired and
Huntington took the game.
Taylor ended the game with 42
percent shooting and 38 percent
of shots behind the 3-point line.
Huntington connected 68 percent of its shots, hitting 70 percent in the second half, allowing
them to gain a steady lead over
Taylor despite the Trojans’ attempt at the line with a 59 per-

Katy Andres

Coach Patterson speaks to the team during a fourth quarter time-out in Tuesday’s losss to
MCC rival Huntington.
cent free-throw percentage.
Leading the Trojans, senior
Jake Bream recorded 11 points.
Senior Alex Daniel and sophomore Drew Tower both ﬁnished
with eight, and senior Daniel
Cox recorded seven.

SPORTS

Daniel and Bream lead the
team in points overall this season. Within the last 11 games
they have accumulated 176 and
144 points, respectively.
Although Taylor sits 0-2 in
conference, the team will be

ready to take on Spring Arbor at
the end of December.
This Friday, the Trojans will
face OSU Marion on Silent Night
in the ﬁrst game of the Ivanhoe
Classic at Odle Arena. Tip-off is
scheduled for 6 p.m.

